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What does security mean for young Europeans?

· Little research-based knowledge on this topic exists, especially with reference to (national/international) security policy and measures in the direct sense.

· Young people (15-24) do not necessarily significantly differ from their elders on related topics (values, trust in democratic institutions/processes, etc.). When they do, two factors are significant: degree of idealism; degree of willingness to take risks.

· The most significant aspect of security for young people is the concrete and everyday experience of safety – especially in the public sphere: school, street; also linked with [frequently neo-fascist] violence for most youth researchers who deal with this issue. The question is essentially one of ‘social safety’ (or its relative presence and absence) in risky environments.
· Where risks are personally chosen (for example: drug use, adventure sports), security is subjectively not relevant; security is subjectively relevant where risk is an extremely derived threat, as in the case of street violence – but also international aggression, both between states and through terrorism. But we know nothing about the possible interrelations between concrete and abstract security risks, whether at the level of attitudes or behaviours. We do know that in ‘extreme’ everyday contexts, as in the case of football hooliganism, violence is effectively a leisure activity for some young men who lead otherwise unremarkable and conformist lives.
· We have no systematic information about how young people interpret the infringements on civic liberties consequent upon security-linked surveillance measures in everyday life (identity checks, airport security, etc.). We do know that a sense of injustice and harassment amongst young men from minority ethnic, cultural and religious communities is widespread – and for good reason, since there is evidence that they are indeed disproportionately subject to police and security surveillance and suspicion. The just-published latest SHELL German Youth Survey (2006) reports, for example, that 63% of non-German 15-24s say they have experienced discrimination at least from time to time in everyday life, a rise from 58% since the previous survey in 2002. We also know that the majority of Europe’s young people reject the idea of a ‘Fortress Europe’ in all respects – and this is not surprising, because for 62% of EU25  15-24 year olds, (76% in NMS10; Eurobarometer 63: Youth takes the floor, 2005) the European Union means above all the freedom to travel, study and work throughout Europe.
· Nevertheless, ‘maintaining peace and security in Europe’ is, relatively speaking, an issue that, in the view of EU25 15-24 year olds, should be a priority for the EU. This is somewhat more so for those in the pre-2004 EU15 MS (31%), somewhat less so for those in NMS10 (27%). On the other hand, only 30% of young people accord this high priority, and there is virtually no difference between 15-24 year olds and for older EU citizens. This topic is most important of all (35%) for the youngest group aged 15-19, though here too, the difference is small. More importantly, this issue is ranked third on a list of priority topics, falling well behind the priority accorded to fighting unemployment (52%) and fighting poverty and social exclusion (45%). Young people in NMS10 accord both of these issues still greater priority (68% and 60% respectively).

· Unsurprisingly, young people, just like adults, focus on issues that are directly relevant for their lives and futures in their everyday worlds. Compared with the 2002 SHELL survey, the new SHELL survey (op. cit.) records falling levels of optimism about the future amongst young people – especially the future of society (rather then their personal future), with the main problems once more being unemployment and poverty. No comparable data exist for Austria, but a recent survey (Austrian Youth Trades Union, 2005; but a very small and self-selected sample, so the results must be regarded with particular caution) reports that 82% of 14-20 year olds are concerned about the future’s fundamental uncertainty. Here, too, unemployment and lack of future perspective are important aspects of this concern.
· One of the difficulties with the large scale survey data available on these kinds of issues is that overall figures send to show the glass as either half-full or half-empty, according to the perspectives of those interpreting the data. Samples are rarely large enough to release reliable and valid breakdowns by country, social and educational group, etc., whereas national surveys are rarely comparable with each other.
· So, for example, young people are rather less concerned than are their elders about the implications of European integration for rates of drug trafficking and organised crime (53% vs. 60%; Eurobarometer 63, op. cit.). However, 53% is only just over half of the EU youth population; we could equally well highlight that 47% are not concerned about these issues. On the other hand, 60% of young people in NMS10 are concerned – so here we see a split between western and central/eastern European countries on safety and security issues. This split is characteristic for a range of related social protection issues such as unemployment and poverty. In other words, European citizens of all ages regard social protection as more salient than national security.
· This accords with the 2006 SHELL survey finding that only 41% of eastern German young people are satisfied with current social conditions (compared with 64% in western Germany) – particularly so for the less well educated and for those living in rural areas. The 2005 Austrian survey findings (op. cit.) suggest that for around half of the 14-20 year old respondents, anxieties also focus on the concern to sustain distinctively Austrian ways of life, as expressed in the scepticism towards a ‘borderless Europe’ or a ‘multicultural Austria’. This accords with the 2001 Youth Eurobarometer findings on attitudes to minorities and foreigners, which registered less open attitudes towards foreigners and minorities amongst young Austrians in comparison with the majority of young people in EU15 countries – though it should be added that in the interim, a number of surveys and studies have recorded that young people in central and eastern European countries are, on average, distinctly less tolerant in these respects than young people in most western European countries. In general, it looks as if young people – whilst generally tolerant – are increasingly hesitant about open borders: the 2006 SHELL survey finds that 58% (2002: 46%) of 15-24 year old Germans would prefer lower rates of immigration than in the past years. However, in interpreting such results it is essential to recognise that for the most part, these kinds of anxieties reflect uncertainties and insecurities about personal and social future prospects, and much less so xenophobic and racist values and attitudes.
· Declining levels of interest – and especially active participation – in politics and current affairs are nothing new for political scientists and youth researchers, since the problem is especially acute amongst young people and most of all in the EU-NMS. In 2005 67% of all EU25 citizens, but only 55% of those aged 15-24, reported that they are interested in politics; this figure falls to 46% for 15-24 year olds in NMS10 (Eurobarometer 63 survey). Those interested in foreign and security policy, according to the SHELL 2006 survey, are also more likely to be young German men than young German women. This is not surprising, since security issues are closely linked with military affairs, and this is a field in which women remain under-represented in a variety of ways and in which androcentric perspectives remain dominant. 
· At the same time, 45% of EU25 15-24 year olds are not satisfied with the way democracy works in Europe, 47% think they are not well-informed and 39% think their voice does not count in the EU (ibid.). The 2006 SHELL survey confirms established trends here: young people place greater trust in instances that are seen to be independent of party politics. This means that they have greater confidence in the justice system and in the police, but especially also civil society and social movements such as human rights and environmental groupings – but also groups like ATTAC or the Conféderation paysanne, who are prepared to engage in ‘civil disobedience’ and similar kinds of protest actions.
· What can we conclude?
· There is a genuine need for more research in this area, both quantitative and qualitative in nature. Such research should explore at least the following issues in much more depth, both only empirically but also conceptually and theoretically:

· Young people understand security issues in personal and social terms and above all in their specific life contexts.

· Young people’s interest in and concern for national security issues is relatively low-level in comparison with social protection and quality of life issues.

· Security policy is associated with government and party politics, from which young people are distanced and express scepticism.
· Young people do not feel well-informed (but are typically better-informed than their elders) on European-level issues in general, and, in any event, do not think their voice counts.
· A range of studies report trends towards greater concern for safety and security through the re-emergence of more ‘traditional’ values amongst young people and, as part of this, a certain longing for the ‘familiar’. Nevertheless, young people do not generally appear to see interrelations between the proximate (everyday safety) with the distant (national or European security). In other words: peace and security policy, at least in its official guise, is a long way away from everyday life.
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